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AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
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SECRET CAIRO 5441 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR CG CU UR OAU EG 

SUBJ: EGYPTIAN VIEWS ON "INVASION" OF ZAIRE 

1. DIRECTOR MFA AFRICAN DEPARTMENT AHAMAD SIDQI TOLD EMBOFFS 
MARCH 30 THAT CURRENT "INVASION" OF SHABA IS, IN GOE VIEW, PART 
OF "BRUTAL OFFENSIVE" BEING WAGED BY USSR AND ITS CUBAN 
SURROGATE THROUGHOUT AFRICA. HE EXPECTS EIGHTING TO BE PROTRACTED 
AND DOUBTS THAT MOBUTU IS STRONG ENOUGH TO COPE WITH IT. 

ACCORDING TO GOE INFORMATION, MOST OF ZAIRE ARMY IS COMPLETELY 
DEMORALIZED AND CRACK TROOPS WILL BE KEPT BY MOBUTU IN 
KINSHASA TO PROTECT REGIME. MOBUTU'S INABILITY TO DEAL WITH 
SITUATION IS ALSO RESULT OE LONGSTANDING MISMANAGEMENT AND 
CORRUPTION. 

2. ZAIRIAN EONMIN NGUZA HAD REQUESTED GOE ASSISTANCE DURING 
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MARCH 24 CISIT TO CAIRO AND GOE HAS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO 
PROVIDE SOME (UNSPECIEIED). NGUZA HAD SAID ZAIRE HAD NOT 
INTENTION OF ASKING OAU TO TAKE ACTION SINCE IT KNOWS ORGANIZATION 
WOULD BE HOPELESSLY DIVIDED. MFA HAD GIVEN ZAIRE EXPRESSION OF 
POLITICAL SUPPORT BY ARRANGING FOR PUBLICATION OF FOLLOWING 
ARTICLE IN AHRAM MARCH 26 BY DIPLOMATIC EDITOR: "DANGEROUS 
EVENTS IN AERICA ARE DUE TO FACT THAT MERCENARIES BEING USED 
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IN MILITARY OPERATIONS TO OCCUPY LAND F AN AFRICAN COUNTRY 
IN CONTRADICTION TO AFRO-ARAB SUMMIT DECLARATION WHICH CONDEMNS. 
USE OF MERCENARIES. AGRESSIVE OPERATIONS ON LAND OF AFRICAN 
COUNTRY THREATENS ITS FREEDOM AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, 

ESPECIALLY WHEN THIS AGRESSION IS INSTIGATED BY FOREIGN ELEMENTS. 
GOVERNMENT OF ZAIRE TRIED TO AVOID CLASH WITH ANGOLA AND IT 
DISARMED THE ANGOLA REFUGEES WITHIN ITS TERRITORIES WHIRL 
ANGOLA AGREED TO DO THE SAME. DESPITE THIS, A PLANNED AGGRESSION 
OCCURRED ON MARCH II BY AN ARMY OF 6,000 MERCENARIES SAID 
TO HAVE BEEN TRAINED BY CUBAN EXPERTS. THIS ARMY HAS SEIZED 
THREE VILLAGES AND INFILTRATED INTO SOME 400 (SQ.) KILOMETERS. 

SIMILAR ATTEMPTS WERE MADE DURING THE DAYS OFTSHOMBE TO SEPARATE 
KATANGA AND ALL NATIONS OF AFRICA CONDEMNED THEM. THE DANGER OF 
THESE INCIDENTS IS THAT THEY DISTRACT AFRICAN NATIONS FROM 
THEIR REAL PROBLEMS AND BRING IN FOREIGN CURRENTS WHICH HINDER 
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF INDEPENDENT, UNITED CONTINENT." 

3. SIDQI WAS PESSIMISTIC ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR RESOLVING CONFLICT. 

HE WAS SKEPTICAL OF NIGERIAN MEDIATION BECAUSE HE FELT, IN FACT, 

NIGERIA WAS NOT UNHAPPY TO SEE TWO OF ITS MAJOR RIVALS BEING 
WEAKENED. HE HELD OUT NO HOPE FOR OAU ACTION AND SAID THAT 
EVEN INDIVIDUAL AFRICAN STATES WERE NOT STRONG OR STABLE 
ENOUGH TO SPEAK OUT FIRMLY AGAINST SOVIET/CUBAN SPONSORED 
INVASION (SIDQI MENTIONED IN PASSING THAT OAU SECGEN ETEKI 
WOULD BE IN ZAIRE SHORTLY AND WOULD BE COMING TO CAIRO ON 
APRIL 4 TO DISCUSS IMPLEMENTATION OF AFRO-ARAB SUMMIT DECISIONS). 

NOT ONLY DID SIDQI SEE LITTLE POSSIBILITY OF SOLUTION BUT HE 

FELT THAT CONTINUATION OF FIGHTING WOULD INVITABLY LEAD TO 
ENCOURAGEMENT OF OTHER SEPARATIST MOVEMENTS IN ZAIRE AND 
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INSTABILITY IN OTHER STATES OF CENTRAL AFRICA, BOTH OF WHICH 
OF COURSE CONSONANT WITH SOVIET OBJECTIVES. 

4. SIDQI WENT ON TO SAY THAT GOE WAS EVEN MORE CONCERNED WITH 
"SOVIET/CUBAN OFFENSIVE" IN NORTHEAST AFRICA. GOE HAD REASON 
TO THINK THAT FOLLOWING CASTRO'S VISIT TO LIBYA POSSIBILITY OF 
CUBAN MILITARY TECHNICIANS BEING SENT TO LIBYA WAS VERY REAL. 

IN ADDITION, SOVIETS WERE MAKING MAJOR POWER PLAY TO ESTABLISH 
THEMSELVES IN ETHIOPIA AND IF THEY COULD KEEP MENGISTU IN 
POWER FOR ANOTHER FOUR OR FIVE MONTHS FIRST PHASE OF STRUGGLE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN WON BY SOVIETS (SEPTEL). PODGORNY AND CASTRO 
AFRICAN TRIPS CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE THAT SOVIETS DETERMINED TO 
PRESS FORWARD THEIR OFFENSIVE SUCCESSFULLY BEGUN IN ANGOLA. 

HE SAID AFRICANS WERE VIRTUALLY POWERLESS TO ACT, AND IT WAS 
UP TO US AS SUPERPOWER TO PROTECT ITS INTERESTS. HE DEPLORED 
WHAT HE VIEWED AS US PASSIVITY TOWARD CUBAN AND SOVIET ACTIVITIES 
AND SAID AFRICANS ARE EXTREMELY PUZZLED BY APPARENT US MOVES 
TOWARD NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITH CUBA, INCLUDING FREEDOM 

OF AMCITS TO TRAVEL THERE, AT TIME THAT CUBA ACTIVELY WORKING AGAINST 
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us INTERESTS IN AFRICA. 
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